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ôwe need 

to do 

urgently is 

improve 

mobility 

and these 

shuttle 

buses will 

certainly 

do that .õ  

Manchester-style Metroshutle to come to Rochdale 

Catching the bus 

T 
his week has brought the 

welcome news that free 

shuttle buses are a step 

closer in Rochdale after 

transport bosses advertised the tenders for 

operators to run free shuttle buses in the 

town. Transport bosses have stressed that 

this did not guarantee the service, but I see 

this as a sig-

nificant 'step 

forward'. The 

deadline for 

expressions of 

interest is this 

Friday and the 

advert taken 

out in the Of-

ficial Journal 

of the Euro-

pean Union is 

expected to 

attract signifi-

cant interest.  

As Metrolink is 

not due to be completed into the heart of 

Rochdale for another 6 years what we need 

to do urgently is improve mobility and these 

shuttle buses will certainly do that. Shuttle 

buses have been hugely successful in places 

like Manchester and Stockport and have 

helped the elderly and disabled get around. 

This latest move by transport bosses will 

speed the process up and I hope to see this 

scheme coming to our town as soon as 

possible. Shuttle buses will also support 

existing traders by improving footfall in 

our Town Centre. I believe traders will 

welcome this with open arms.  

In addition to this good news the arrival 

of Metrolink in Rochdale has taken 

another step forward as plan-

ning permission is being 

sought for the townõs 

tram stops.   The intro-

duction of Metrolink will 

finally connect Rochdale to Manchester in a 

speedy regular service.   As chair of the All 

Party Parliamentary Group on Light Rail I 

have long advocated the use of trams as envi-

ronmentally friendly and efficient methods 

of transport, proven to increase the afflu-

ence of the areas they run through.   The 

start of this process represents the end of a 

long campaign road. 

 

 

Meanwhile, I also 

welcome the news 

that Rossendale 

Transport will not 

be privatised. The 

Conservative-led 

Council has now 

abandoned plans sell 

the company after 

huge public opposi-

tion. This included a 

petition signed by hundreds in both Rossen-

dale and Rochdale.  

 

I led the opposition in Parliament by tabling a 

Parliamentary Motion and this decision is 

very much welcome. I am glad that the pres-

sure has paid off. The company employ over 

100 local people at their depot at Sparthbot-

toms and this decision will help 

protect their jobs. Putting this 

company into private hands would 

have inevitably led to a loss of 

routes in places like Syke and 

Whitworth. Their service is the 

only one that directly serves Roch-

dale Infirmary and I know many local 

people rely on it. The privatisa-

tion of Rossendale Trans-

port would have been dis-

astrous for our            

community. 

Paul Rowen, Lib Deb MP for Rochdale, is 

chairman of the all - party Parliamentary 

Light Rail Group.  
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