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Paul Rowen, Lib Deb MP for Rochdale, is

chairman of the all
Light Rail Group.

All-party light rail group to hold inquiry
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- party Parliamentary

ive years ago - just
before the last
General Election -
the then Transport
Secretary Alistair Darling can-
celled six tram schemes, citing
the unacceptable rising cost as
the reason for

withdrawing

Government

funding. In

Greater Man-

chester that

provoked a

storm of pro-

test with the

TUC, Chamber of Commerce, the
media and all three political par-
ties joining forces ina 'Give us
our tram back' campaign that ulti-
mately resulted in the Govern-
ment backing down.

™

At the same time Gwyneth Dun-
woody, the redoubtable Chair of
the Transport Select Commit-
tee, carried out an inquiry into
why tram systems in the UK
cost so much more than on the
Continent. Five years on, while
the Government has ap-
proved several new
schemes, it re-
mains a fact that
tram systems in

A question of trams

the UK take longer and cost much
more to implement. The reasons
why, as Gwyneth discovered, are
complex and inter -related. But
with the impending General Elec-
tion in mind, the All -Party Parlia-
mentary Group for Light Rail has
decided to
carry out its
own
investigation.

Over three
Tuesdays dur-
ing November,
five Parliamen-
tarians - two
Labour, two Conservative and my-
self - will hold hearings and take
evidence on light rail's role
within an integrated transport
system. PTEG is providing the se-
cretariat and will assist in the re-
port's publication. Through my
column in TransportMatters invite
& . readers to submit evi-
., dence to me via:

rowenp@partament. uk



