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OVe need an

honest debate
about public
spending and
public spending
priorities not

more yah-boo
politics.

Cameron and
Brown please

take not e

Paul Rowen, Lib Deb MP for Rochdale, is

chairman of the all
Light Rail Group.

- party Parliamentary

CASH GOES FROM TRANSPORT TO HOUSING

The un

kindest cut

hile the Prime
Minister and

Leader of the
Opposition con-
tinue to argue about cuts in public ex-
penditure from 2011, cuts to the

transport budget are a reality now. The
2007 Transport White
a Sustainabl e
gets for passenger growth and above
inflation fare rises to pay for much of

the promised improvements. With the
East Coast Main Line, now about to be
renationalised for the second time after
National Express announced losses of
£20m in the first half of this year and
more train companies announcing falling
passenger numbers; it is clear that more
cuts are on the way.

The Governmentds
110, 000
redirecting resources from other

new O6social d
departments including transport is

Rail

commuting in Greater Manchester has

further evidence of cuts.

grown by twice that of London since
2004. But while London and the South
East have had 580 new carriages in

that period, Northern Rail has had
not had a single one delivered under

this plan.

Greater Manchester and West
Yorkshire is already fac-
ing a period of over-
crowded trains and
cancelled services
with the

Rai | wa ldby doeathan@anfittihds aleadyp

dec|

announcement that Northern Rail, in-
stead of getting 182 new carriages is
only to get 106 and TransPennine, 24 of
its originally promised 32 new carriages.
It is not yet clear if these cuts are at

the expense of the South East and Lon-
don or just more cuts. They are short
sightadp The Sustdinahility €oemission
tar -
shown how far the UK is from reaching
its carbon reduction targets. To meet
these means investing in public transport
including electrification and not cutting
back. We need an honest debate about
public spending and public spending pri-
orities not more yah -boo politics. Cam-
eron and Brown please take note.

Finally, | am pleased that my Liberal
Democrat Colleague & Councillor Keith

\'Nf%t}noorenhastta?(en kc)JvLér' aé tﬁle Chair

of {}18 Shéater I\/I%ﬁ'chester Integrated

Transport Authority.  Keith is one of
my oldest political friends and | am de-
lighted that at such a crucial time for
transport in Rochdale and throughout

Greater Manchester, we have such a

™,

key contact.

y [::,; With our new bus station and
Metrolink on the way and
huge improvements courtesy
of the £1.5 Billion injected
throughout Greater Manches-
ter, these are exciting
times for transport

and | wish Keith well.
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From the Editor...

Welcome to the July issue. More of you have asked for a printed copy and will
get one through the post. But that costs money. More sponsorship is needed and
I would ask you once more to take a look at the ad on page 4. Meanwhile, of

course, it will remain free to the movers and shakers of the transport and me-
dia industries.

WHU PHHWY WKH JRYHUQPHOWr§iWa@|

THE GREEN PARTY

HISPER it softly but the govern-  PHQW ZKLFK ZDVQIW LQWHUHVTAKHG DQGRWY KB XXX W RV RN H U V Sthtigrs. \ReQneBIXSUME XiGimthWstaDd@s which
PHQWITV QHZ VWD W L RfQUr& waKirfo®tvigd. Khe problem lay more other regions wondered how we got away with it. are non negotiable which passengers can expect. If
a kind word to say for Dr Beeching, with Ernest Marples and Tarmac than it did with They were underspending and why give it back toit is a city hub station, you expect one set of

the man many believe he would %HHFKLQJ ~ government? The Board was quite happy to give MW DQGDUGY DQG LI LWV D ZD\VLGH
have followed to the BR chairmanship had it not |t was precisely because the new age of travel nolR WKHU SHRSOHfV XQVSHQW PdR@hen QWU HeveHdve amayBide hartR
been for privatisation. lies in the railway that Lord Adonis took to the ~ modernise every single station in Scotland in threithout a shelter, for example.
It was at the height of the Beeching era that the tracks for his famous weekng train trip in April. \HDUV ~ 37KH 6ZLVV DQG WKH 'XWFK KDYH GR

young history graduate Chris Greenwas hiredas2Q LW KH IRXQG WKH TXD OLWTrheRds3dohis bf\SdofRal tvansieddd koD &n0dth whesuccessfully. | think countries like Holland can

management trainee for the London Midland DQG VRPHWLPHV HYHQ 3GR ZQ bd kekame nariRging director of London and Soutéach us more. They have managed to staff more
5HJLRQ LQ %LUPLQJKDP 30RV@tetiit@OHtis 1B GithlP¥Br IHalH fofessor o DVW LQ DQG UHEUDQGHG stétiohs, ENDUG I Nehexg3ganiy: Withi Hifvay

the rail industry thinking there was no future planning of University College London. Green Network South East. people. They would have a cycle centre on the

whereas | had spotted that Beechingwas also  vD\V  3+H LV YHU\ ZHOO UHVSHFKH @W QI WER YIHEG XN WLQ J Dr0watianiic wilstore wa Yicgb eptyesa X s

saying he wanted a smaller, more moder railwayis already questioning why every other city in  they loved the new maps, they loved the arrival ofbicycle, repair your bicycle and even hire you one

and the core of that was West Coast electrificatiofturope has good interchanges connecting trams travel card and Network Rail card and free parkin@t the other end of your train journey.

37KH DWPRVSKHUH ZDV IHYH U withKraindwilel lue te+wit® Roduable exceptions D IW H U WR HQFRXUDJH RIl SHOOWWUFMMORX VWDII RQ WKH VWDV
down old railways like the Snow Hill to Wolver- like Manchestet KDYHQfW , WKLQN KHTV ORR Nb?érﬁlﬁ%‘t’ ity, and those same people could be making certain

hampton low level line but at the same time we much better planned interchanges for transport. = . — ) that the station is secure, that the toilets are clean,

were modernising and electrifying the West CoastAnd he wants it consistently. Why should Sheffielf!is time there coincided with an economic boom 66 SHUKDSV HYHQ SURYLGH FDWHU

Route from New Street to Wolverhampton High DQG 0DQFKHVWHU KDYH Lw DQW " Gep in commuters, | R K UDQVSRUW
Level, rebuilding New Street station, we had new s, WKLQN \RX DUH JRLQJ WR VQ' vg'ﬂ} 'ﬁ %F@ %%}é %f&[g%%’{%gv g?g}élt\ﬁp Wéime
& j A

trains, new timetables... FRPLQJ RXW RI WKLV , GRQTY K/ &}Fy KHU KR UHDC
37KHUH ZDV DV PXFK SRVLWLYGLN\D\QMHDW,LWH(ID@I\GWHHDGFG)%@ ot

y Sht R DY he ‘Stand the raifway, is a natur: sinessman, and is
seemedtorecognlsethatt_hedaysof_thehorse $QG GHVSLWH KLV DGPLUDWLR&M&IHk%é’&E} t&b&‘]beﬁéf’ﬂiﬁgﬂil\(ies TXLWH FDSDEOH RI JUDVSLQJ WKH EL
drawn cart were gone, lorries had arrived, there wagerience is as much aboutagening and and electrification. We electrified nine lines and HiS Own favourite stations are St Pancras and
a good local bus service, and the railway had a  expansion as it is about closing down. UHRSHQHG DW OHDVW  vw DWganekgster Piccadily.
different future. After a period as operations manager of South  16en and Hall have until the end of November tgACross the city, the area around Victoria Station

3:H KDYH DOO XQGHUSOD\HG %HWWKLQB LEHFDXYHHZ HRIX KDY Horbdddd Q rdpcittdd RiBhisWiHlich will influence  has long been tipped as the next business growth
forgotten the second report. We all remember themanager at Waterloo Station, you have no fear of¢ e station franchises rather than interfere with @'€@ in central Manchester. Indeed, more than two
ILUVW UHSRUW ZKLFK VDLG ZH @R QDWoR BN & a i keuey o Gt iR VI RES /RERQATU T £ R oifin saeareyieetotfices, plonauph ghgns and
OLQHV 7KH VHFRQG UHSRW V43 hbve@ td WcBanb Q YHQW PHUU\ inion of how we can improve the stationdOMes, are to be built around the station, according
URXQG FRDO WUDLQV OHW TV 4:QH@QWz piH b iGN O 1@ g irRiQ )ﬂ&gg ARk Shsﬁﬁc%t‘i’lﬁg inter-  to plans drawn up by Manchester and Salford.
WUDLQV  OHWT VeuleQIVbigeithal QW A3\ KH UHFDOOV 37KH FR Rifakgd @&theh Wiblp 1@ hd-dekretsl) 6 state, But for the moment, it is a disgrace. | show the

intercity came from Beechingand lets electrify  jyst been deregulated, thought it could wipe out the tatj o
aeel . L WKLQN WKH WULFN LV JRLQSme qaampjpriupt Hoy hadbefore e Rrady
the West Coast Main Line in the teeth of a govermijjyays. The Board gave us the freedom to fight it. Q QURPH 27 KLV IV DERXW DV ERG DV LW



