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ôWe need an 

honest debate 

about public 

spending and 

public spending 

priorities not 

more yah-boo 

politics. 

Cameron and 

Brown please 

take note. ô 

CASH GOES FROM TRANSPORT TO HOUSING 

The unkindest cut 

W 
hile the Prime 

Minister and 

Leader of the  

Opposition con-

tinue to argue about cuts in public ex-

penditure from 2011, cuts to the     

transport budget are a reality now.   The 

2007 Transport White Paper òDelivering 

a Sustainable Railwayó set ambitious tar-

gets for passenger growth and above 

inflation fare rises to pay for much of 

the promised improvements.   With the 

East Coast Main Line, now about to be 

renationalised for the second time after 

National Express announced losses of 

£20m in the first half of this year and 

more train companies announcing falling 

passenger numbers; it is clear that more 

cuts are on the way.  

The Governmentõs decision to build 

110,000 new ôsocialõ homes by           

redirecting resources from other      

departments including transport is  

further evidence of cuts.   Rail         

commuting in Greater Manchester has 

grown by twice that of London since 

2004. But while London and the South 

East have had 580 new carriages in 

that period, Northern Rail has had 

not had a single one delivered under 

this plan.  

Greater Manchester and West 

Yorkshire is already fac-

ing a period of over-

crowded trains and 

cancelled services 

with the                

announcement that Northern Rail, in-

stead of getting 182 new carriages is 

only to get 106 and TransPennine, 24 of 

its originally promised 32 new carriages. 

It is not yet clear if these cuts are at 

the expense of the South East and Lon-

don or just more cuts. They are short 

sighted. The Sustainability Commission 

led by Jonathan Porritt has already 

shown how far the UK is from reaching 

its carbon reduction targets. To meet 

these means investing in public transport 

including electrification and not cutting 

back.  We need an honest debate about 

public spending and public spending pri-

orities not more yah -boo politics. Cam-

eron and Brown please take note.  

Finally, I am pleased that my Liberal 

Democrat Colleague ð Councillor Keith 

Whitmore has taken over as the Chair 

of the Greater Manchester Integrated 

Transport Authority.   Keith is one of 

my oldest political friends and I am de-

lighted that at such a crucial time for 

transport in Rochdale and throughout 

Greater Manchester, we have such a 

key contact.  

With our new bus station and 

Metrolink on the way and  

huge improvements courtesy 

of the £1.5 Billion injected 

throughout Greater Manches-

ter, these are exciting 

times for transport 

and I wish Keith well.  

Paul Rowen, Lib Deb MP for Rochdale, is 

chairman of the all - party Parliamentary 

Light Rail Group.  
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From the Editor...  

Welcome to the July issue. More of you have asked for a printed copy and will 

get one through the post. But that costs money. More sponsorship is needed and 

I would ask you once more to take a look at the ad on page 4. Meanwhile,  of 

course, it will remain free to the movers and shakers of the transport and me-

dia industries.  

You wait for ages and then 3 come at once  

THE GREEN PARTY  

W HISPER it softly but the govern-
�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���Q�H�Z���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q���K�D�V��
a kind word to say for Dr Beeching, 
the man many believe he would 

have followed to the BR chairmanship had it not 
been for privatisation. 
It was at the height of the Beeching era that the 
young history graduate Chris Green was hired as a 
management trainee for the London Midland 
�5�H�J�L�R�Q���L�Q���%�L�U�P�L�Q�J�K�D�P�����³�0�R�V�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���K�D�G���D�Y�R�L�G�H�G��
the rail industry thinking there was no future 
whereas I had spotted that Beeching was also 
saying he wanted a smaller, more modern railway 
and the core of that was West Coast electrification. 
�³�7�K�H���D�W�P�R�V�S�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���I�H�Y�H�U�L�V�K�����:�H���Z�H�U�H���F�O�R�V�L�Q�J��
down old railways like the Snow Hill to Wolver-
hampton low level line but at the same time we 
were modernising and electrifying the West Coast 
Route from New Street to Wolverhampton High 
Level, rebuilding New Street station, we had new 
trains, new timetables... 
�³�7�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���D�V���P�X�F�K���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���D�V���Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���Z�H���D�O�O��
seemed to recognise that the days of the horse 
drawn cart were gone, lorries had arrived, there was 
a good local bus service, and the railway had a 
different future. 
�³�:�H���K�D�Y�H���D�O�O���X�Q�G�H�U�S�O�D�\�H�G���%�H�H�F�K�L�Q�J���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���Z�H�¶�Y�H��
forgotten the second report. We all remember the 
�I�L�U�V�W���U�H�S�R�U�W���Z�K�L�F�K���V�D�L�G���Z�H���G�R�Q�¶�W���Q�H�H�G���D�O�O���W�K�H���U�X�U�D�O��
�O�L�Q�H�V�����7�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���U�H�S�R�U�W���V�D�L�G���O�H�W�¶�V���L�Q�Y�H�Q�W���P�H�U�U�\-go-
�U�R�X�Q�G���F�R�D�O���W�U�D�L�Q�V�����O�H�W�¶�V���L�Q�Y�H�Q�W���I�U�H�L�J�K�W�O�L�Q�H�U���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U��
�W�U�D�L�Q�V�����O�H�W�¶�V���L�Q�Y�H�Q�W���,�Q�W�H�U�&�L�W�\���± we all forget that 
intercity came from Beeching �± and lets electrify 
the West Coast Main Line in the teeth of a govern-

�P�H�Q�W���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���D�Q�G���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�H��
future was in motorways. The problem lay more 
with Ernest Marples and Tarmac than it did with 
�%�H�H�F�K�L�Q�J���´ 
It was precisely because the new age of travel now 
lies in the railway that Lord Adonis took to the 
tracks for his famous week-long train trip in April. 
�2�Q���L�W�����K�H���I�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���³�Y�D�U�L�D�E�O�H�´��
�D�Q�G���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���H�Y�H�Q���³�G�R�Z�Q�U�L�J�K�W���S�R�R�U�´�� 
Green shares his role with Peter Hall, professor of 
planning of University College London. Green 
�V�D�\�V�����³�+�H���L�V���Y�H�U�\���Z�H�O�O���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�����+�H��
is already questioning why every other city in 
Europe has good interchanges connecting trams 
with trains while here �± with honourable exceptions 
like  Manchester �± �K�D�Y�H�Q�¶�W�����,���W�K�L�Q�N���K�H�¶�V���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U��
much better planned interchanges for transport. 
And he wants it consistently. Why should Sheffield 
�D�Q�G���0�D�Q�F�K�H�V�W�H�U���K�D�Y�H���L�W���D�Q�G���(�G�L�Q�E�X�U�J�K���K�D�V�Q�¶�W�� 
�³�,���W�K�L�Q�N���\�R�X���D�U�H���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���V�H�H���V�R�P�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���L�G�H�D�V��
�F�R�P�L�Q�J���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�L�V�����,���G�R�Q�¶�W���W�K�L�Q�N���R�X�U���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���D��
�G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�����,���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���P�R�U�H���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���´ 
�$�Q�G���G�H�V�S�L�W�H���K�L�V���D�G�P�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���%�H�H�F�K�L�Q�J�����*�U�H�H�Q�¶�V��
experience is as much about re-opening and 
expansion as it is about closing down. 
After a period as operations manager of South 
�:�H�V�W���7�U�D�L�Q�V�����³�2�Q�F�H���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J��
manager at Waterloo Station, you have no fear of 
�D�Q�\���U�D�L�O�Z�D�\���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���´���K�H���V�D�\�V�����W�K�H���/�R�Q�G�R�Q�H�U��
was moved to Scotland. 
�³�7�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���P�D�V�V�L�Y�H���F�R�D�F�K���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���6�F�R�W��
�O�D�Q�G���´���K�H���U�H�F�D�O�O�V�����³�7�K�H���F�R�D�F�K���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�G��
just been deregulated, thought it could wipe out the 
railways. The Board gave us the freedom to fight it. 

�³�7�K�H�\���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���X�V���W�R���R�Y�H�U�V�S�H�Q�G���R�Q���R�X�U���E�X�G�J�H�W���D�Q�G��
other regions wondered how we got away with it. 
They were underspending and why give it back to 
government? The Board was quite happy to give us 
�R�W�K�H�U���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���X�Q�V�S�H�Q�W���P�R�Q�H�\���D�Q�G���Z�H���X�V�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�R��
modernise every single station in Scotland in three 
�\�H�D�U�V�����´ 
The lessons of Scotrail transferred to London when 
he became managing director of London and South 
�(�D�V�W���L�Q�������������D�Q�G���U�H�E�U�D�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�¶�V���V�\�V�W�H�P��
Network South East. 
�³�7�K�H���V�W�D�I�I���O�R�Y�H�G���V�H�H�L�Q�J���D�O�O���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���S�D�L�Q�W�H�G���X�S����
they loved the new maps, they loved the arrival of 
travel card and Network Rail card and free parking 
�D�I�W�H�U�������������W�R���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���R�I�I���S�H�D�N���W�U�D�Y�H�O���´ 

November 
His time there coincided with an economic boom 
and there was a 40 per cent increase in commuters. 
�³�,�W���Z�D�V���X�Q�S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���L�Q�F�R�P�H���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H���V�S�H�Q�W���V�R���I�D�V�W����
�W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���W�L�P�H���W�R���W�D�N�H���L�W���R�I�I���X�V���´��
�K�H���V�D�\�V�������³�2�Q�H���\�H�D�U�����Z�H���K�D�G���…�����P���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���Z�H��
expected �± and we spent it...on new trains, 
Thameslink, better stations, better staff facilities 
and electrification. We electrified nine lines and 
�U�H�R�S�H�Q�H�G���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���������V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���´ 
Green and Hall have until the end of November to 
produce a report for Adonis which will influence 
future station franchises rather than interfere with 
�W�K�H���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���I�U�D�Q�F�K�L�V�H���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�V�����³�:�H���J�L�Y�H���K�L�P���R�X�U��
honest opinion of how we can improve the stations 
of Britain on a consistent basis �± including inter-
change - and then it is up to the secretary of state. 
�³�,���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�H���W�U�L�F�N���L�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H���W�R���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�V�H���W�K�H��

stations. We need some minimum standards which 
are non negotiable which passengers can expect. If 
it is a city hub station, you expect one set of 
�V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���D�Q�G���L�I���L�W�¶�V���D���Z�D�\�V�L�G�H���K�D�O�W���\�R�X���F�D�Q���H�[�S�H�F�W��
another. You would never have a wayside halt 
without a shelter, for example. 
�³�7�K�H���6�Z�L�V�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���'�X�W�F�K���K�D�Y�H���G�R�Q�H���W�K�L�V���Y�H�U�\��
successfully. I think countries like Holland can 
teach us more. They have managed to staff more 
stations, though not necessarily with railway 
people. They would have a cycle centre on the 
station which will store your bicycle, rent you a 
bicycle, repair your bicycle and even hire you one 
at the other end of your train journey. 
�³�7�K�D�W���J�L�Y�H�V���\�R�X���V�W�D�I�I���R�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����F�U�H�D�W�H�V���D�F�W�L�Y��
ity, and those same people could be making certain 
that the station is secure, that the toilets are clean, 
�D�Q�G���S�H�U�K�D�S�V���H�Y�H�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���F�D�W�H�U�L�Q�J���´ 
�+�H���L�V���D���I�D�Q���R�I���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���³�,���P�X�V�W��
have seen a dozen ministers of transport in my time 
�D�Q�G���Z�H�¶�Y�H���J�R�W���D���J�X�\���K�H�U�H���Z�K�R���U�H�D�O�O�\���G�R�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U��
stand the railway, is a natural businessman, and is 
�T�X�L�W�H���F�D�S�D�E�O�H���R�I���J�U�D�V�S�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�L�J�J�H�U���L�G�H�D�V���´ 
His own favourite stations are St Pancras and 
Manchester Piccadilly.   
Across the city, the area around Victoria Station 
has long been tipped as the next business growth 
area in central Manchester. Indeed, more than two 
million square feet of offices, along with shops and 
homes, are to be built around the station, according 
to plans drawn up by Manchester and Salford. 
But for the moment, it is a disgrace. I show the 
stations champion just how bad before he heads 
�K�R�P�H�����³�7�K�L�V���L�V���D�E�R�X�W���D�V���E�D�G���D�V���L�W���J�H�W�V���´���K�H���V�D�L�G���� 

�$�O�D�Q���6�D�O�W�H�U���P�H�H�W�V���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���Q�H�Z���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q����- railway legend Chris Green  


